
[the war of principles]

mark so

“The ambiguity of this human life is really that of mad laughter and of sobbing tears. It comes from the difficulty of harmonizing  
reason's calculations with these tears... with this horrible laugh... In the violence of the overcoming, in the disorder of my laughter and  
my sobbing, in the excess of raptures that shatter me, I seize on the similarity between a horror and a voluptuousness that goes beyond  
me, between an ultimate pain and an unbearable joy.” –Georges Bataille

2 amplified reading performers]

using “The War of Principles” from Heliogabalus by Antonin Artaud (enlarged to 8.5”x11”, 20 pp), 2 copies]

14 transparencies, 2 sets]

each reader uses a copy of the full Artaud text
keep all pages in sequence

one set of transparencies to each reader; each uses the full complement of 14 parts/pages
(one set is distinguished from the other by the numeral “1” marked at the bottom of each page)

the parts may be arranged in any sequence

each reader freely distributes the transparencies across the Artaud text
superimpose the two layers squarely as possible, with the same text orientation between them

placing no more than one transparency onto a given page

each reader proceeds once through the Artaud undertext
start by reading the undertext silently at a normal rate

[when reading of the undertext intersects with text on a transparency:

read aloud the word(s) on the transparency at the point of intersection
or, begin reading the undertext aloud at the intersection, until the next intersection

reading aloud in an intelligible speaking tone, then continuing to read the undertext silently

[if transparency text appears over white space:

omit it, unless contiguous with transparency text that does intersect, observe it at that point

[if a contiguous 'fragment' of transparency text intersects the undertext in multiple places:

it may be broken, with different parts of the fragment spoken/observed at each intersection
or, it may be spoken/observed in its entirety at one of the points of intersection

taking care not to repeat the speaking/observance of any part of such a fragment
(in ambiguous cases, readers apply their best judgment)

proceed independently in this fashion until both have read the full Artaud text]
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